* Eclogues, 11, 36. 
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40 CHAMP FLEURY 


gz sciences, which is signified in the seven Liberal Arts; for they by 
in perfect accord, as do accordant notes in music. Virgil says, in the 


son of the Shepherd Corydon:— 


Est mihi disparibus septem compacta cicutis 
Fistula, Dameetas dono mihi quam dedit olim.* 


end 


per. 


‘T have, he says,‘ flageolet with seven holes, an odd number, which D 
metas lately gave me.’ By the flageolet, which is long and rug 2. 
well proportioned, may be meant our two letters, I and O, a and 
seven holes, the seven Liberal Arts, which I have written and ae the 
above. We see commonly that on the upper side of a flageolet E 
are seven holes arranged side by side; | eTe 
but underneath these is one, for the i | 
thumb, which, with the seven Liberal 
Arts, represents Apollo. And further- 
more, for still greater harmony,we see 
also in the flageolet another hole, hard 
by the farther end, which makes the 
ninth, and represents the perfect ac- 
complishment of the union between 
the nine Muses and the seven Liberal 
Arts. And if you would again find 
Apollo with the nine Muses, the hole 
near the mouth piece, where the notes 
of all the other holes unite to make a 
single note, will signify the said Apollo. 
See, therefore, how in shapely letters 
the worthy Ancients made use of even 
and odd numbers, as Virgil did in the 
first book of his Aineid,when he said: 


Grammatica 


Apollo 
Dialetticg 


€ Rhetorica 
al | 
| s Geometria 
Arithmetica 
¢ 


Astronomia 


O terque quaterque beati! t 


HEY made use of them, I say, 
did the worthy Ancients, under- 
standing thereby, secretly, the seven 
Liberal Arts & the nine Muses, with 
their Apollo. I have drawn here the flageolet of Virgil, the better to 


Musica 


THE SECOND BOOK 


Ere follows the said flageolet as 
Virgil understood ít, and as his 
ators have not understood it; 
or, at least, if they have, they have 
o no mention of it,asany one can 
what they say] as to the 
d, I do not say it to boast, 
but I have excogitated it in this wise, 
x studiously worked it out, for I find 
no man who can tell me this that I 
have -onceived about tt. Here, again, 
it íS applied to the nine Muses, to the 
end that I may, if I can, satisfy both; 
„nd the figure will be like this that 


comment 


mad 


verses quote 


follows. 


Would even go further and make 

of the divine flageolet of Virgil an 
allegorical representation of our said 
fetter I, upon which all others are 
based, and likewise of the O; and I 
will show that our triumphal words, 
[O, 1O, are found therein, in all sym- 


metry and harmony. 


To figure of the I,and the flage- 


olet,comprising the seven Liberal 
Arts, isas follows. Observe in this fig- 
ure, O yenoble and devoted lovers of 
well-formed letters, the truth of my 
words, and the divine intelligence of 
Virgil, king ofall good Latin poets & 
philosophers, &that what Ihave here- 
tofore quoted from the said Virgil is 
meant to refer covertly to the science 
and knowledge of letters, all of which 


take their proportion and form from 


Terpsichore 


Euterpe 
Thalia 


Grammatica 
Dialettica 
Rhetorica 
Geometria 
Arithmetica 
Astronomia 
Musica 


the I, in which I have drawn for you the sai idflageolet with seven holes, 











put before your eyes the truth of what I say and of my argument, | that is to say, containing in harmonious accord the seven Liberal Arts 
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